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Synopsis

Fully revised and updated using contemporary literary approaches and the most recent historical
scholarship, this introduction to the Hebrew Bible provides a thorough and coherent approach to the
basic human issues of the Scriptures. It emphasizes the meanings that the Hebrews gave to
persons and events in their attempts to manage life’s struggles, and provides textual aids that help
students understand these ideas and apply them to contemporary issues. After an initial
presentation on the nature of biblical literature, the Book of Genesis is treated as a theological
prelude to Israel’s story. Subsequent chapters are organized around epochs in Hebrew life.
Throughout the book the authors stress the human issues at stake in Israel’s memory and the
preservation of its history, and how circumstances and thought influenced the Hebrew perceptions
and understanding of God. Accessible and stimulating to students of the Hebrew Bible with a wide
range of academic and religious backgrounds, People of the Covenant is grounded in the best
scholarly methodologies, respect for the rich literary values of the Hebrew Bible, and concern for its

enduring religious relevance.
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Customer Reviews

This introductory textbook gives a balanced (neither overly conservative nor overly liberal)
introduction to all of the classical interpretive questions. Unfortunately, many proofreading errors
found in the previous edition have not been corrected in this edition. Some of these errors are

substantive, such as putting all of the prophetic books under the heading "former prophets" on p.18



and putting Jerusalem instead of Samaria as the city conquered by the Assyrians in 722 (in the
glossary under "transcolonization"). However, an alert teacher can compensate for these types of
flaws in an otherwise very competent presentation of the contents and interpretative issues of

Hebrew Bible.

Decent book of Ancient History with Christian basis and teaching. Some of the material goes

in-depth, while other information is only covered as a surface introduction.

Very useful for biblical studies. Easy to read. It contains a lot of information thats very useful when

interpreting the content of the scriptures.

| would recommend this book to anyone who wants to do a serious study of the Bible, Crapps is

also author of this book.
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